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City of Clemson 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

Monday, August 12, 2024 

6:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

The City of Clemson Planning Commission met in open session in the Council Chambers in City 

Hall, 1250 Tiger Boulevard, Clemson, SC. 

 
Members present: Herb Tyler (Chair), Greg Rice (Vice-Chair), John Crolley, Matthew 

Corontzes, Frederick Burton, Tanya Hyatt and Jennifer Thackston.  

 

Staff present: Nathan Woods, Director of Planning and Development; Jacob Peabody, Zoning 

Administrator; Aaron O’Kelley, IT Department; Kelly Roach, Recording Secretary. 

 

The meeting was livestreamed and recorded on YouTube.  

 

1. Call to Order: 

 

Mr. Tyler called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and introduced the Commission 

members and City staff present. He then reviewed the timeline of the Commission’s recent 

consideration of the proposed text amendment on non-residential setbacks and planned 

development acreage (#2024-R-02); and, announced a series of educational meetings on 

planning and zoning (See Attachment #1).    

 

2. Public Session (0:7:45) 

 

Mr. Tyler opened the Public Session, and called for comments related to items not on the 

agenda; no one spoke. The Public Session was closed. 

 

3. Adoption of Minutes (0:8:03) 

 

a. July 8, 2024 - Regular Meeting  

 

Mr. Tyler called for proposed edits to the draft minutes; there were none.  

 

Mr. Tyler called for a motion. Mr. Rice made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 

8, 2024 meeting as presented; Ms. Hyatt seconded the motion. Mr. Tyler called for a vote 

by a show of hands; there was no opposition. The motion was unanimously approved by a 

7-0 vote.   

 

4.  Action Items (0:08:47) 

 

Before introducing the first Action Item, Mr. Tyler stated for the record that subsequent to 

the July meeting the applicant for the proposed Cambridge Drive rezoning (#RZNE-

000272-2024), Mr. Eric Newton, had withdrawn his request from consideration (See 
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Attachment #2). A blast email noting the change had been sent out to members of the 

public.  

 

a. 2024-R-03 Proposed Text Amendment (Front Setbacks/Parking in CP 2 Dist.)  

 

Mr. Tyler asked Mr. Peabody if there were any changes or updates that the 

Commissioners needed to be aware of. Mr. Peabody responded that he wanted to clarify 

whether the Commission wanted to also include Hwy 93 (Old Greenville Highway) in 

the draft amendment.  Following discussion, it was decided to keep the draft as 

published and to start exploring a possible frontage road along Hwy 93.  

 

Mr. Peabody then moved on to discuss Item 4b. 

 

b. 2024-R-04 Proposed Text Amendment (Bonding for Commercial in Mixed-use) 

 

Mr. Peabody stated that the City Attorney had reviewed the proposed language and 

recommended including language saying that the City may call the bond two weeks 

prior to its expiration, which had been added.  

 

Mr. Tyler then called for comments and questions on 2024-R-03 Proposed Text 

Amendment (Front Setbacks/Parking in CP 2 Dist.), following which Mr. Crolley and 

Mr. Peabody discussed the architectural district standards governing the Tiger 

Boulevard area. Mr. Tyler called further discussion; there was none. 

 

Mr. Tyler called for a motion.  Mr. Rice made a motion to approve 2024-R-03 

Proposed Text Amendment (Front Setbacks/Parking in CP 2 District); Ms. Hyatt 

seconded the motion.  Mr. Tyler called for a vote by a show of hands; there was no 

opposition.  The motion was unanimously approved by a 7-0 vote.  

 

Mr. Tyler then called for discussion on 2024-R-04 Proposed Text Amendment 

(Bonding Vacant Commercial in Mixed-use); there was none.  

 

Mr. Tyler called for a motion. Mr. Crolley made a motion to approved 2024-R-04 

Proposed Text Amendment (Bonding Vacant Commercial in Mixed-use); Ms. Hyatt 

seconded the motion.  Mr. Tyler called for further discussion; there was none. Mr. 

Tyler called for a vote by a show of hands; there was no opposition. The motion was 

unanimously approved by a 7-0 vote. 

 

5. Advisory Items (0:18:10) None 

 

6. Discussion Items (0:18:24)  

 

a. Grandfathering of Non-conformities 

 

Mr. Peabody informed the Commission that City Council felt the proposed rezoning of 

parcels near Highway 76 and Ligon Street, which was recently approved by the 
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Commission, should not be undertaken during the Comprehensive Plan re-write. 

However, he stated that Council did express interest in amending grandfathering 

provisions in order to address the problem of properties constructed prior to existing rules 

not being allowed to be repaired/rebuilt to their current state if damaged by forces beyond 

the owners’ control.  He then reviewed draft provisions that would permit the owners of 

non-conforming properties damaged by forces beyond their control to repair/reconstruct 

to the state prior to being damaged. (See Attachment #3)    

 

Following discussion, Mr. Peabody stated that staff would bring the draft back as an 

action item at the next meeting.  

 

7. Staff Reports (0:42:40)  

 

Mr. Woods updated the Commissioners on the comprehensive plan rewrite and 

participation in the survey.   

 

8. Other Items (0:56:45) 

 

a. Planning Commission Representation at Council Meetings – none.  

 

b. Future Workshops and Other Events – none. 

 

Mr. Tyler called for any other business. Mr. Burton and Mr. Peabody briefly discussed a 

change of occupancy in rebuilt non-conforming buildings; and, there was additional 

discussion about the upcoming educational meetings.     

 

9. Adjourn (1:10:07) 

 

Mr. Tyler called for a motion to adjourn. Ms. Hyatt made a motion to adjourn; Mr. Rice 

seconded the motion. Mr. Tyler called for a vote by a show of hands; the motion passed 

unanimously by a 7-0 vote.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m.   

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Kelly Roach, Recording Secretary 
 

These minutes are in draft format and subject to change until approval by the City of 

Clemson Planning Commission.  
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Attachment #1 
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Attachment #2 
Art Holbrooks Email to Commission Regarding RZNE-000272-2024 
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Attachment #3 
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